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DRAFTED BY EB/ISM: SHAASJG 

APPROVED BY EB/ISM: ROGDEN 

GSA-TMECKER 

NEA/INS-JGRAHAME 

BUMINES-MPOTTER 

COMMERCE-MADERHOLD 

045291 181818Z/43 

R 181705Z IAN 78 
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TO AMEMBASSY NEW DEHLI 
INFO AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 013588 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:EMIN, IN 
SUBJECT: KYANITE 

1. WE HAVE INFORMATION THAT INDICATES THAT GOI HAS 
PLACED BAN ON EXPORTS OP KYANITE. LAPSOBURU MINING 
DISTRICT PRODUCES A GRADE OF KYANITE POR WHICH NO 
SUITABLE SUBSTITUTES ARE READILY AVAILABLE. CAN YOU 
CONFIRM IMPOSITION OF BAN ON EXPORTS OF KYANITE? 

2. INDUSTRIAL MINERALS QUOTES INDIAN FOB EXPORT PRICE 
AS 120 DOLS.-140DOLS. PER SHORT TON. CAN YOU CONPIRM? 

IF EXPORT BAN HAS GONE INTO EFFECT, WHAT IS CURRENT 
DOMESTIC SELLING PRICE? 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 013588 

3. BEGIN LOU: GSA HAS AVAILABLE FOR SALE THE ENTIRE 
INVENTORY OF KYANITE IN THE STRATEGIC STOCKPILE, 
APPROXIMATELY 2,666 SHORT DRY TONS. IT HAS RECENTLY 
RECEIVED UNUSALLY HIGH BIDS FOR ITS MATERIAL, INDIRECTLY 
CONFIRMING THE RUMOR OF AN INDIAN EXPORT BAN. THE IN- 
FORMATION REQUESTED IN PARAS 1 AND 2 IS NECESSARY TO 
ASSIST IT IN MORE APPROPRIATELY PRICING ITS MATERIAL FOR 
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SALE. END LOU CHRISTOPHER 
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